
COST—WEEK THREE
VALUE (PRICE CHECK)

September 22

Matthew 13:44-46

 Beginning with the phrase, “The kingdom of heaven is like…,” Jesus tells 
two very short parables in three verses that speak about value. In each story, 
a man finds something. One is a treasure hidden in the field, the other a pearl 
of great price. And in each, the man who makes the discovery sells every-
thing he has in order to purchase the thing he places high value on. Like the 
treasure and the pearl, every Christ follower has valued Jesus by faith and 
become a part of his kingdom. But how much do we value this incomparable 
gift of Jesus as our savior? These verses are a “price check on every aisle” of 
our lives and the life of our church. They ask us the question, “Just how much 
is Jesus’ kingdom worth to you?”

 1. Read the Text from the Bible
      Read Matthew 13:44-46 together and pray aloud.  Ask God to speak to 
      your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections
      What has challenged you this week? What is something you learned 
      that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, and what 
      things need to change?



 3. Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 9:11)

 4. Discussion Starters

  • What is something you learned that you didn’t know before? 

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from this lesson?

  • How do people “search” for the kingdom of heaven?

  • Mike said that we are looking for these things: love, belonging, 
     purpose and forgiveness.  How do we find those in the Kingdom 
     of heaven? (see notes below about capitalization of kingdom and 
     heaven throughout this point #4 and perhaps elsewhere…need to 
     be consistent.)

  • Just the like the men in the parables do anything they can to buy 
     the field and the pearl,  how can we show that we really want to be 
     a part of the Kingdom of Heaven? How do we give everything we 
     have?

  • Are there some things we need to change as a family? How about 
     you personally? What    can you do to give everything now that 
     you are a part of the Kingdom of Heaven? 

 5. Family Memory Maker

  • Night Rangers 
     It is nearly impossible for children to understand what it would 
     look like to give everything away. You can’t literally give every
     thing away, but you can teach them that they can consider every
     thing you have to be at God’s disposal. They can understand that 
     the Lord can call you to give away or use anything at any time to 
     do his good work in the world. For a fun way to teach them this, 
     choose a family that you know who is in need and fill a box with 
     items that you know would bless them (food, clothes, toys, gas 
     money, gift cards; really whatever you agree on as a family). 
     Enclose a note about wanting to share the love of Jesus. Wait until 
     it’s dark and dress in dark clothes. Sneak up to their house and 
     leave the box on their porch. Knock on the door and run for it!  
     Try to hide down the street and watch as the family finds the 
     surprise. When the coast is clear, make your escape in your 
     get-away vehicle. Go get an ice cream cone and talk about the 



     experience with your kids. Note: It helps to tie a balloon to the box 
     so they can easily see it if they only look out the window before 
     opening the door. Also, be careful! Make sure your escape route is 
     clear of obstacles.

  • Flowers and Smiles 
     Sometimes, the hardest thing to give away is our time. Take some 
     of your family’s time and go get some flowers. Head to a nursing 
     home or assisted living facility and walk around giving flowers 
     away. Teach your children to smile and speak to each person as 
     they hand out the flowers, and even give hugs if they are comfort
     able with that. If you don’t have the money for flowers right now, 
     have the kids make pictures or crafts to share. 

 6. Daily Readings This Week
      Want to keep the conversation going?  Use one of the daily readings 
      to discuss something further today, or another day this week. 
      Reminder:  For younger kids, it is better to keep the conversation 
      to one central topic.  Junior high and high school students can handle 
      more subpoints during a lesson or conversation.

  • September 23: Hebrews 12:16: “Esau, who for a single meal sold his 
     birthright”

  • September 24: Luke 14:28: “count the cost”

  • September 25: II Samuel 24:24: “I will not sacrifice to God that 
     which cost me nothing…”

  • September 26: Luke 19:8: “Zacchaeus…Look, Lord!  Here and now 
     I give half of my possessions to the poor”

  • September 27: Matthew 27:57: “there came a rich man from 
     Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of 
     Jesus…”

  • September 28: II Corinthians 8:9: “the grace of our Lord Jesus 
     Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
     poor…”


