
 
Member Guide - Week 3 
Foolish Work is Idolatry 

 
In this week’s study and discussion, we will reorient our definition of idolatry so 

we can see how our vain work-related pursuits are idolatrous.  Whenever idols are 
exposed, the way forward is to confess, repent, and encourage accountability.   
 

Our prayer is that this week will be a rich time for spiritual disciplines to be 
practiced and for your group culture to be changed moving forward.} 
 

Grow Time 
 

1) What is an idol?  How would you define idolatry to someone who has never read 
the Bible?  How do you think idols appear in contemporary, western culture? 

 
Read and Discuss: Read Romans 1.21-25 as a group and discuss the idolatry present 
in biblical times. 
 
Read the following quotes from three modern day pastors.  

 “The problem is that the instant something takes the place of God, the 
moment it becomes an end in itself rather than something to lay at God’s 

throne, it becomes an idol.  When someone or something replaces the Lord 
God in the position of glory in our lives, then that person or thing by 

definition has become our god.  So to identify some gods, look at what you 
pursue.  Another way to identify the gods at war in your life is to look at 

what you create….  Anything can become an idol once it becomes a 
substitute for God in our lives.  To describe the concept more clearly, 

anything that becomes the purpose or driving force of your life probably 
points back to idolatry of some kind” (Idleman, Gods at War, p24-26). 

 “When the truth is suppressed, and the light is rejected, and the glory of 
God discarded, something else takes their place.  The human heart hates a 

vacuum.  We never merely leave God because we value him little; we 
always exchange God for what we value more.  We see this in Rom 1.22-

23: ‘Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images.’  They became fools.  This is the ultimate 

foolishness.  This is the most foundational meaning of sin:  exchanging the 
glory of the immortal God for substitutes – anything we value more than 
God…We look at the Creator and then exchange him for something he 

created” (Piper, Living in the Light:  Money, Sex, and Power, p25). 



 

 
2) How do these pastors define idolatry? 

 
 
Watch and Discuss: YouTube Video: Complete Lesson – Wise and Meaningful Work, 
and revisit your completed Tables 1-3 from last week. 
   
Integrate and Discuss 
 

3) After revisiting the completed Tables, are there things that we need to confess 
and encourage?   
 

4) Are there opportunities to make a new commitment moving forward (repent)?  
Are there ways in which the group can come alongside one another to encourage 
this new direction? 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 “What is an idol?  It is anything more important to you than God, anything that 
absorbs your heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you 

what only God can give. 
 

A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose 
it, you life would feel hardly worth living.  An idol has such a controlling position in 

your heart that you can spend most of your passion and energy, you emotional and 
financial resources, on it without a second thought.  It can be family and children, or 
career and making money, or achievement and critical acclaim, or saving ‘face’ and 

social standing.  It can be romantic relationship, peer approval, competence and skill, 
secure and comfortable circumstances, your beauty or your brains, a great political or 
social cause, your morality and virtue, or even success in Christian ministry.  When 

you meaning in life is to fix someone else’s life, we may call it ‘codependency’ but it is 
really idolatry.  An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I 
have that, then I’ll feel like my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll 

feel significant and secure.’  There are many ways to describe that kind of 
relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is worship” (Keller, Counterfeit 

Gods, p. xvii-xviii) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEuUI3eYsLQ&list=PLXYht_w2yjW4XIXuJ8GvNrw1I6LYdisfr&index=1&t=0s


 
Go Time 
 
Question for the Week 

 
How has your definition of “idolatry” changed in light of today’s study? 

 
Before Our Next Meeting 

 
We cannot simply abstain from vices without replacing them with virtues.  Using 
tables 2 and 3 from last week, what potential virtues could replace prior vices? 

 
 
Table 4 

 
Vices (Foolishness) 

 

 
Virtues (Wisdom) 

 
Possessions 
 

 

 
Pleasures 
 

 

 
Power 
 

 

 
Prestige 
 

 

 
Envy 
 

 

 
Sloth 
 

 

 
 
Prayer for the Week 
 
Lord, I confess the many times and ways that I place work on the throne of my life. Help 
me to remember that my significance and values is not in my job but in you. I want you 
to be the Lord of my life and my work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


