
 
Week 4 of 6 – August 2, 2016 

Acts 20:24 – “Finishing Graciously” – J.K. Jones 
 

The Apostle Paul is the quintessential example of… 
 
 
2 thoughts surface in my mind when I think of Paul… 
 

1. Mike Baker –  
 

2. An ancient document (160 AD) – The Acts of Paul and Thecla… 
 
 
 
Acts 20:24 and its context –  
 
Big Idea: Finishing well calls for selflessness. 

 

Paul, as a model of selflessness, uses 3 “finishing well” metaphors… 

 
 
Metaphor #1 – Accountant. 
 

a. “I do not account my life of any value” -  
 
 

b. “Nor as precious” -  
 
 
 
Metaphor #2 – Runner.  
 
 
 
 
Metaphor #3 – Steward.  
 
 
 
 
I can’t read, hear, or reflect on Acts 20:24 and not consider 2 Corinthians 8:9… 
 
 
Story – My long-time friend, Mark Scott… 



 

 
Discussion: 
 

1. Take the first few minutes of discussion time and review the teaching from Acts 20:24 

and Paul’s farewell speech to the Ephesian elders. What’s stirring in your thinking and 

reflection? Which of the 3 “finishing well” metaphors most resonates with you – 

accountant, runner, or steward? Why? 

 

2. Do you agree that it is a life-long battle to die to self, release the ego, surrender one’s 

agenda, etc.? Talk about that. Reflect on Eugene Peterson’s observation: “The Kingdom 

of self is heavily defended territory” (The Contemplative Pastor, Carol Stream, IL: 

Christianity Today and Word Publishing, 1989, pg. 44).  

 

3. What can we learn from Paul’s consistent use of the athlete/runner metaphor? Perhaps 

it would help to go back and re-read the primary passages where he inserts the running 

imagery (1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Galatians 2:2 & 5:7, Philippians 2:16 & 3:12-14, and 2 

Timothy 4:7).  

 

4. Like Paul, all of us are stewards. God has entrusted to us a unique mix of spiritual gifts, 

a limited amount of time and money, and the obvious care of our own physical body. In 

church terms we typically have referred to these areas of stewardship as “time, talents, 

treasures, and temple.” What have you learned about faithfully managing these 

resources that might be helpful to those around you? What still challenges you? Are 

there other passages of Scripture, besides 1 Corinthians 4:2, that have been helpful to 

you? 

 

5. The Big Idea for this teaching is: Finishing well calls for selflessness. Most of us have 

encountered beautiful examples of that very quality. Can you recall a story, something 

from your walk with other believers that has painted for you a marvelous picture of a “un-

selfed” life? Mark Scott says that Acts 20:24 is his life verse. How does that impact your 

life? 

 

6. Consider this “Between the Meetings” application. Choose one of the following metaphor 

questions, drawn from Acts 20:24, to pray over each morning until we meet again next 

week: Accountant: Have I done the math (“I do not account my life of any value, nor as 

precious”)? Runner: Am I running intentionally (“if only I may finish my course”)? 

Steward: Am I faithfully stewarding what God has entrusted to me (“and the ministry that 

I received from the Lord Jesus to testify to the Gospel of the grace of God”)? Next 

week’s biblical profile is a group profile: the disciples of Jesus. Read and reflect on John 

6:66-71.  

 


