
 
Week 3 of 6 – July 26, 2016 

Esther 1-10 – “Finishing Courageously” – J.K. Jones 
 

There is a book in the Bible… 

 

 

Many have asked, “Why does God hide Himself?  

 

 

4 primary characters surface in the Esther story… 

 

1. King Ahasuerus: (Xerxes I) 

 

2. Mordecai: 

 

3. Haman: 

 

4. Esther: 

 
 
In order to finish well, Esther makes 3 eternal decisions…4:16. 
 
 

1. Esther builds a ________________________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Esther implements a ________________________________________.  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Esther counts the ______________________________________.  
 
 
 
 
 
Big Idea: Finishing well requires uncompromising commitment to fulfill__________________. 



 

 
Discussion: 
 

1. The teaching on Esther begins with this: “There is a book in the Bible saturated with the 

providence of God, yet His name never appears.” How do you make sense of that? 

What draws you into the magnificent Esther story? Point to specific verses or events in 

the Esther story that inspire you to want to finish well. 

 

2. Isaiah 45:15 says, “Truly, you are a God who hides Himself.” All of us at times 

experience God seemingly hiding in the shadows. What have you learned about God’s 

presence, even when it appears that He is absent? 

 

3. Of the three eternal decisions that aided Esther in finishing well – build a support team, 

implement a spiritual exercise, and count the cost – which one have you found to be 

most beneficial in your Jesus-following life? Which one needs strengthened?  

 

4. Discuss James Bryan Smith’s assessment of the false narrative vs. the true narrative 

(The Good and Beautiful Community – “The Encouraging Community.”) Remember that 

when Smith uses the word “community” he means “local church.” The false narrative 

says, “The community serves my needs.” The true narrative says, “The community 

shapes my life.” What are the implications for ECC? For you?  

 

5. The Big Idea for this teaching is: Finishing well requires an uncompromising 

commitment to fulfill God’s purpose. How do you define God’s purpose for you? 

What does that look like? What practical steps are you taking toward an 

uncompromising commitment? 

 

6. Consider this “Between the Meetings” application. Prayerfully reflect on Esther’s 3 

eternal decisions: She built a support team, implemented a spiritual exercise, and 

counted the cost. Write them down on a 3 by 5 notecard or a sticky-note. Put them in a 

prominent place where you can review them this week (mirror, refrigerator, desk, etc.). 

How are they speaking into your heart’s desire to want to finish well? Find some space 

to read and prayerfully ruminate on Acts 20:24. Paul resolved to finish well. Our 

everyday decisions do become our eternal ones.  

 


