
The price for following Christ
Family Study Guide





Way to go parents and grandparents!  I want to encourage you as you choose 
to create faith formation moments with your family!  “Don’t grow weary in 
doing good, for at the right time, if we do not give up, we will reap a harvest 
of righteousness.”  (Galatians 6:10)  I’ve written this booklet as a guide to help 
you take what you are learning though this study and include your kids on 
the journey. Sharing with them isn’t rocket science and it doesn’t have to be 
fancy. Just read the Bible together and talk about what you’re learning from 
God. That’s it. And that habit can continue long after this study is over.

I’ve included some ideas. Most of them are things my wife and I have done 
over the years as we’ve been raising three kids. The older our kids have got-
ten, the more similar the conversations are to the ones we have in our adult 
small group.  The younger they were, the simpler we kept it, but that’s okay 
because this is a marathon. As parents, we don’t have to teach it all in one 
discussion (not that you need me to point that out). 

As I was writing down some of my ideas on how to make memories during 
this study on  money, I thought of an experience that my daughter and I 
loved to share. She and I would load up my old pick-up truck and take things 
to Home Sweet Home’s donation site.  After unloading, we would sit in the 
truck and pray for HSH before we left to get a cup of hot chocolate from the 
gas station on the way home.  One year, without telling me ahead of time, she 
brought money and gave it to a lady in the parking lot of HSH. Looking back, 
these are memories we share  about love and generosity even though there 
was nothing extraordinary about what we did.  I’m far from the wisest dad in 
the world, but Kim and I have always tried to set an example and let our kids 
be a part of our secret giving to needy people, our garage sales for Haitian 
orphans or whatever we were doing for the Kingdom. Involving our kids in 
the things that God is calling us to do has been the easiest and most natural 
discipleship parenting plan I could ever imagine. 

I hope you’ll invite your own children or grandchildren to have a front row 
seat to the spiritual formation you experience during COST. As you share, 
they will learn what being a Christ follower is all about–by hearing and wit-
nessing your responses to these lessons about how God wants us to share our 
money and our lives with others. 

Blessings on your family,
Jason Smith
Family Pastor



INTRODUC TION
Mike Baker

 In Luke 14:25-33 Jesus turns to the large crowds who were following him 
and encouraged them to count the cost for following.  Discipleship, Jesus 
teaches, is just like building a tower or going to war; one must consider the 
price before committing to the task.  Perhaps no other disciple understood 
this better than the apostle and gospel writer, Matthew.  In the book that 
bears his name, this former tax collector talks of treasure, money, value, 
riches and giving more than any other gospel writer.  And thereby, he gives 
us a guide for counting the cost.  In this five-week study, “COST” will help 
you discover the price for following Christ.  Each week will guide us as we:

 •Consider the obstacle money and riches can be when it comes to 
   following Jesus

 •Study Jesus’ teaching about what we treasure and how that reveals our 
   hearts

 •Talk about the value we place on the kingdom and following Jesus

 •Think about our stewardship and how we invest for the Master’s 
   kingdom

 •View our resources as our best opportunity to worship our Lord

 In the end, we will be challenged as a congregation to put our money 
where our mouth is when it comes to being a fearless church of Christ 
followers. Are you ready to consider the cost?



HOW TO USE THIS 
FA MILY STUDY GUIDE

 Way to go! I want to congratulate you for choosing to take your family 
along on this journey with you.  So much of raising our kids in the faith is 
showing them how we are growing and changing. When we take our families 
with us through an experience like COST we help them see what follow-
ing Jesus looks like in their own lives, and in the life of the family and the 
church. It’s great for you to do the daily readings, listen to Mike’s sermons 
and participate in a small group, and now you are taking the next step as you 
lead your family through this study and challenge them to consider the cost.

 The main goal of this booklet is to open up conversations for you to have 
with your kids. The content of your teaching and time together will come 
from:

 •Reading the text from the Bible

 •Sharing your personal reflections on how God is growing you this week

 •Mike’s Teaching Video

 •Discussion Ideas

 •Family Memory Maker

 •Further Discussion from the Daily Readings

Reading the Text from the Bible
There’s amazing power that comes from parents opening the Word of God 
and reading it with their families. Choose a version that is easy for the 
youngest family member to understand.  Our Children’s Ministry at 
Eastview uses the NIrV (New International Readers Version) and our Student 
Ministry uses the NLT (New Living Translation). Those might be especially 
helpful, but  any modern English version will work well. To keep everyone 
engaged, have each person open the Bible and help read a portion of the text.

Your Own Reflections
Share some of the things that stood out to you in this week’s study. It might 
be something from the Bible, Mike’s sermon, your small group’s discussion 



or the daily reading. Talk about how you are being challenged by this week’s 
topic. Don’t feel that you have to have all of your questions answered or 
challenges conquered. Your family will benefit from hearing you process 
your thoughts, feelings and struggles. It will also help you understand these 
lessons better as you explain them to someone, especially your younger kids.

Mike’s Teaching Video
If you are not in a small group or have not seen the videos yet, you should 
preview them to make sure they are age-appropriate for your kids. There’s 
nothing wrong with stretching your children’s comprehension by having 
them listen to something that’s over their heads, but you have to balance that 
with keeping the kids engaged in your family study.

Discussion Ideas
This will vary greatly depending on the age of your children. If you have 
older kids, you will be able to discuss the topic in greater detail.  For the 
younger ones, you may only be able to reinforce one major idea. An old rule 
of thumb states that you can count on one minute of concentration for each 
year of their age. For example, a seven-year old should be able to focus on a 
conversation for seven minutes.

Family Memory Maker
Each week includes some ideas to create a memorable experience with your 
family or add something new to your family culture.  Some of them are 
simpler than others.  Use them as a spring board to other ideas that will 
capture the hearts and minds of your kids no matter their age.

Further Conversation
We have included a quick recap of the daily readings for each week. If your 
conversation is going well, this quick refresher will help jog your memory. 
Remember, when you pass along what you are learning, you are discipling 
your children in a very organic, non-programmed, “along the way,” 
Deuteronomy chapter 6 way. So feel free to share a little thought each day as 
you read.



COST—WEEK ONE
OBSTACLE (GUT CHECK)

September 8

Matthew 19:16-30 

 The first study of our series will remind us of a huge obstacle when it 
comes to following Jesus.  He said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” This statement comes after the religious young man, 
confident in his righteousness, walked away from following Jesus. The rea-
son? Matthew tells us “…He had great possessions.” Jesus had pointed to the 
one part of his heart that wasn’t given to God and in his gut, he knew that 
his money was more important than God. Those of us who live in the richest 
country in the world must wrestle with this obstacle of faith.

 1. Read the Text from the Bible

     Read Matthew 19:16-30 together and pray aloud. Ask God to 
     speak to your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections

     What has challenged you this week? What is something you 
     learned that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, 
     and what things need to change?

 3 .Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 7:55)



 4. Discussion Starters

  • What is something you learned that you didn’t know before? 

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from this lesson?

  • Talk about how rich we are compared to the rest of the world. 
     Use the site from Mike’s video: globalrichlist.com

  • How do you think we are doing as a family in keeping money 
     and possessions from becoming an obstacle to our 
     relationship with God?

  • What does it look like for people to put “riches” in front 
     of God?

  • Why do you think it is hard for rich people to go to heaven?

  • Are there some things we need to change as a family? How 
     about you personally? Are there things in your life that get 
     between you and God?

 5. Family Memory Maker

  • Give Away an Item of Value
     Jesus called the man in our text to sell everything and give to 
     the poor. As we count the cost this week, Mike challenged all 
     of us during the teaching video to, “go, sell, give, and follow.” 
     What can your family do to live out this challenge? Take this 
     challenge on as a family OR challenge each person in the 
     family to do this with something of his or hers. Have fun with 
     this and celebrate your results as a family.

  • Small Changes Around Home
     If you reflected on how rich you are compared to rest of the 
     world, consider something small you could do to gain 
     perspective in your home. Maybe it’s “outlawing” the phrase, 
     “I’m starving!” and reminding each other to start saying “I’m 
     hungry.” Maybe it’s limiting a luxury purchase that you make 
     as a family, like coffee from a coffee shop every day or new 
     shoes for school even if you don’t need them. This isn’t meant 
     to make your kids feel guilty, but to help them develop a 
     perspective on our relative wealth.



 6. Daily Readings This Week

   Want to keep the conversation going? Use one of the daily 
   readings to discuss something further today, or another day 
   this week. Reminder: For younger kids, it is better to keep the 
   conversation to one central topic. Junior high and high school
   students can handle more subpoints during a lesson or 
   conversation.

  • September 9: Matthew 13:22: Parable of seed and sower – 
     Thorns – “deceitfulness of riches choke the word…”

  • September 10: Luke 12:13-15: “Watch out!  Be on your 
     guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist 
     of  the abundance of his possessions”

  • September 11: I Timothy 6:9-10: “For the love of money is a 
     root  of all kinds of evil…”

  • September 12: Ecclesiastes 5:10: “He who loves money will 
     not be satisfied with money”

  • September 13: Hebrews 13:5: “Keep your life free from the 
     love of money”

  • September 14: I Timothy 6:17&18: Not hope in wealth, but 
     hope  in God



COST—WEEK T WO
TRE ASURE (HE ART CHECK)

September 15

Matthew 6:19-24

 This teaching from Jesus’ sermon on the mount will help us understand 
where our treasure is.  In Jesus’ economy, there are two places you can invest 
your resources: those things that you treasure. You can invest in earthly 
treasures or heavenly treasures. In this lesson, Jesus becomes our financial 
advisor and warns us of the eternal risks of investing all that God has given 
us in the wrong place.  Since your heart will always follow your treasure; this 
will be a heart check for the Christ followers of Eastview.

 1. Read the Text from the Bible

     Read Matthew 6:19-24 together and pray aloud. Ask God to 
     speak to your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections

     What has challenged you this week? What is something you 
      learned that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, 
      and what things need to change?



 3. Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 8:44)

 4. Discussion Starters

  • What is something you learned that you didn’t know before? 

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from this lesson?

  • What are ways that we store up treasures on earth?

  • What does it look like for people to store up treasures in 
     Heaven?

  • How are we as a family storing up treasures in heaven? 
     On earth?

  • Are there some things we need to change as a family? How 
     about you personally? Are there ways in your life that you are 
     storing up treasures on earth instead of in heaven?

 5. Family Memory Maker

  • Family Treasure Chest 
     Jesus spoke about treasure in today’s text. This week get a 
     small treasure chest (available online and locally at 
     Hobby Lobby). Discuss how you, as a family, have stored up 
     treasures in heaven in the past and write those memories 
     on pieces of paper. Be as detailed as you want to be. Put the 
     pieces of paper in the treasure chest and talk about how you 
     want to add to that by “storing up treasures in heaven.” This 
     treasure chest can then serve as a life-long memory bank of 
     things you have done as a family to store up treasures in 
     heaven. For example, if you’ve given something up for the 
     Christmas Offering, or sponsored a child through one of our 
     global partners, put those things in there. Perhaps include 
     old giving statements from the church or other ministries 
     you support. For fun, as you do things your kids don’t know 
     about, add them in so that one day when they open this up as 
     adults, they can see a legacy of generosity. This isn’t used to 
     brag but is meant to spur each other on toward love and 
     good deeds.

  Serving Together 
   Mike talked about serving in this week’s video. If you are not 



  already serving, talk about how you could serve together as a family. 
  It might be raking an elderly neighbor’s yard or volunteering for the 
  next food drive. You might even consider going on a mission trip 
  together.

  • Feeding a Child
     Mike mentioned “feeding children” as a way to store up treasure 
     in heaven.  Talk about how you could help feed children by 
     getting involved in the Midwest Food Bank or our Food Pantry 
     at Eastview. Maybe you could start sponsoring a child through 
     one of Eastview’s child sponsorship partners. If you sponsor a 
     child, make sure you involve your children by praying for that 
     child, writing letters, putting a picture up on the refrigerator or 
     the mantle. Don’t let your sponsorship be an electronic deduction 
     without a relationship. “Prayer needs no passport.” Your family 
     can make a big difference in the life a child in another country 
     without ever leaving the United States. 

 6. Daily Readings This Week
     Want to keep the conversation going?  Use one of the daily readings to 
     discuss something further today, or another day this week. 
     Reminder: For younger kids, it is better to keep the conversation 
     to one central topic. Junior high and high school students can handle 
     more subpoints during a lesson or conversation.

  • September 16: Proverbs 22:1: “A good name is more desirable than 
     great riches”

  • September 17: Psalm 119:72  “the law from your mouth [God] is 
     more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold”

  • September 18: Acts 5:3  “…how is it that Satan has so filled your 
     heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 
     yourself some of the money you received for the land?”

  • September 19: I Timothy 6:18-19  “rich in good deeds, generous, 
     willing to share…”

  • September 20: Colossians 2:2-3  “…that they may have the full 
     riches…that they may know Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
     treasures of wisdom and knowledge…”

  • September 21: Deuteronomy 7:6  “…God has chosen you to be his 
     treasured possession…”



COST—WEEK THREE
VALUE (PRICE CHECK)

September 22

Matthew 13:44-46

 Beginning with the phrase, “The kingdom of heaven is like…,” Jesus tells 
two very short parables in three verses that speak about value. In each story, 
a man finds something. One is a treasure hidden in the field, the other a pearl 
of great price. And in each, the man who makes the discovery sells every-
thing he has in order to purchase the thing he places high value on. Like the 
treasure and the pearl, every Christ follower has valued Jesus by faith and 
become a part of his kingdom. But how much do we value this incomparable 
gift of Jesus as our savior? These verses are a “price check on every aisle” of 
our lives and the life of our church. They ask us the question, “Just how much 
is Jesus’ kingdom worth to you?”

 1. Read the Text from the Bible
      Read Matthew 13:44-46 together and pray aloud.  Ask God to speak to 
      your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections
      What has challenged you this week? What is something you learned 
      that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, and what 
      things need to change?



 3. Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 9:11)

 4. Discussion Starters

  • What is something you learned that you didn’t know before? 

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from this lesson?

  • How do people “search” for the kingdom of heaven?

  • Mike said that we are looking for these things: love, belonging, 
     purpose and forgiveness.  How do we find those in the Kingdom 
     of heaven? (see notes below about capitalization of kingdom and 
     heaven throughout this point #4 and perhaps elsewhere…need to 
     be consistent.)

  • Just the like the men in the parables do anything they can to buy 
     the field and the pearl,  how can we show that we really want to be 
     a part of the Kingdom of Heaven? How do we give everything we 
     have?

  • Are there some things we need to change as a family? How about 
     you personally? What    can you do to give everything now that 
     you are a part of the Kingdom of Heaven? 

 5. Family Memory Maker

  • Night Rangers 
     It is nearly impossible for children to understand what it would 
     look like to give everything away. You can’t literally give every
     thing away, but you can teach them that they can consider every
     thing you have to be at God’s disposal. They can understand that 
     the Lord can call you to give away or use anything at any time to 
     do his good work in the world. For a fun way to teach them this, 
     choose a family that you know who is in need and fill a box with 
     items that you know would bless them (food, clothes, toys, gas 
     money, gift cards; really whatever you agree on as a family). 
     Enclose a note about wanting to share the love of Jesus. Wait until 
     it’s dark and dress in dark clothes. Sneak up to their house and 
     leave the box on their porch. Knock on the door and run for it!  
     Try to hide down the street and watch as the family finds the 
     surprise. When the coast is clear, make your escape in your 
     get-away vehicle. Go get an ice cream cone and talk about the 



     experience with your kids. Note: It helps to tie a balloon to the box 
     so they can easily see it if they only look out the window before 
     opening the door. Also, be careful! Make sure your escape route is 
     clear of obstacles.

  • Flowers and Smiles 
     Sometimes, the hardest thing to give away is our time. Take some 
     of your family’s time and go get some flowers. Head to a nursing 
     home or assisted living facility and walk around giving flowers 
     away. Teach your children to smile and speak to each person as 
     they hand out the flowers, and even give hugs if they are comfort
     able with that. If you don’t have the money for flowers right now, 
     have the kids make pictures or crafts to share. 

 6. Daily Readings This Week
      Want to keep the conversation going?  Use one of the daily readings 
      to discuss something further today, or another day this week. 
      Reminder:  For younger kids, it is better to keep the conversation 
      to one central topic.  Junior high and high school students can handle 
      more subpoints during a lesson or conversation.

  • September 23: Hebrews 12:16: “Esau, who for a single meal sold his 
     birthright”

  • September 24: Luke 14:28: “count the cost”

  • September 25: II Samuel 24:24: “I will not sacrifice to God that 
     which cost me nothing…”

  • September 26: Luke 19:8: “Zacchaeus…Look, Lord!  Here and now 
     I give half of my possessions to the poor”

  • September 27: Matthew 27:57: “there came a rich man from 
     Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of 
     Jesus…”

  • September 28: II Corinthians 8:9: “the grace of our Lord Jesus 
     Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
     poor…”



COST—WEEK FOUR
INVEST (TRUST CHECK)

September 29

Matthew 25:14-30

 This teaching is based on the famous parable of the master who entrusts 
three servants with varying amounts of his wealth. To one, he gives five 
talents. To another, he entrusts two and to another, he gives one. Then he 
goes on a trip. Upon his return, he judges their faithfulness and worthiness 
of stewardship on one thing and one thing only. The faithful stewards invest 
what he has given to increase his kingdom, but the unfaithful steward does 
nothing with what his master has entrusted to him, and in fear, buries it in 
the ground. The lesson for us is that God (the master) has given each of us 
(his servants) resources to steward for his name and for his kingdom. Can 
God trust us to be faithful to invest all that he has given us for him, or are we 
fearfully burying what we have?

 1. Read the Text from the Bible
      Read Matthew 25:14-30 together and pray aloud. Ask God to speak to 
      your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections
      What has challenged you this week? What is something you learned 
      that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, and what 
      things need to change?



 3. Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 9:54)

 4. Discussion Starters

  • What is something you learned that you didn’t know before? 

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from this lesson?

  • What does it look like for us to “invest” in God’s kingdom? (Note: 
     investing money to make it grow might be a hard concept for 
     young children, so feel free to explain it by using a metaphor of 
     planting a seed that will grow into a plant or tree.)

  • Share all the things you can think of that God has given us to use 
     to bless the world.

  • How can we use them to help God’s Kingdom grow?

  • Are there some things we need to change as a family? How about 
     you personally? What can you do to “invest” in the Kingdom 
     more? (Younger children – “plant more seeds for God?”)

 5. Family Memory Maker

  Piggy Bank
     Get an actual piggy bank (or just a jar) and use it to hold extra 
     change. As the kids find money on the ground, or if you get change 
     from the store, or if you have a few extra bucks in your pocket at 
     the end of the day, start filling the piggy bank. After giving your 
     offering at church, encourage your kids to give a little to “the pig.” 
     Over time, your pig will get full and when it is, gather as a 
     family and make plans to use the money to do something for God’s 
     kingdom. Be praying that God will show you what he would like 
     you to do with it. It could be anything from buying food pantry 
     goods to making a donation to a friend’s mission trip, or perhaps 
     even go into the cost of taking your own family mission trip. 
     Whatever you choose, write a note about what you did, and stick it 
     in the pig before you store it away.  Someday when you’re going 
     through your belongings, you can pull it out and remind your kids
      of the day you all…  



  • Investing in Children
     Mike talked about investing in children in his video. A couple of 
     the ways he mentioned were to sponsor a child through one of our 
     mission partners and to serve in our children’s ministry. If your 
     kids are older; in junior high and high school, consider serving in 
     Eastview Kids together as a family. If you choose to sponsor a 
     child, make sure your children are a part of the experience by 
     praying for, writing letters to and learning about your sponsored 
     child.

  • Include Your Kids in What You’re Already Doing
     You might already be investing in God’s Kingdom in several ways. 
     If you are not involving your kids in your contributions, 
     consider how you might help them be part of what your family is 
     already doing. Consider having them help shop for the Food 
     Drives or Imagine.  Encourage them to keep a dollar in their Bibles 
     for whenever the next Dollar Offering happens. Share your 
     year-end giving statement to the church with them and talk about 
     how some of your family’s money impacts people all over the 
     community and the world for Jesus. 

 6. Daily Readings This Week
       Want to keep the conversation going? Use one of the daily readings to 
       discuss something further today, or another day this week. 
       Reminder: For younger kids, it is better to keep the conversation to 
       one central topic. Junior high and high school students can handle 
       more subpoints during a lesson or conversation.

  • September 30: Luke 12:16-21: Parable of the rich fool – “this is how 
     it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not 
     rich towards God.”

  • October 1: Acts 2:44&45: “All the believers had everything in 
     common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone 
     as he had need.”

  • October 2: Malachi 3:10: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
     that there may be food in my house, says the Lord.” 

  • October 3: II Corinthians 9:6: “The point is this: Whoever sows 
     sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
     will also reap bountifully.”



  • October 4: I Corinthians 16:2: “On the first day of every week, each 
     of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, 
     so that there will be no collecting when I come.

  • October 5: Isaiah 55:1: “Come, everyone who is thirsty, come to the 
     waters. And he who has no money, come, buy and eat.  Come buy 
     wine and milk. Without money and without price.”



COST—WEEK FIVE
WORSHIP (BL ANK CHECK)

Oc tober 6

Matthew 26:4-16 & 27:3-8

 The final teaching will look at two opposite ends of the cost spectrum. In 
one, Judas betrays Jesus for 30 pieces of silver and in the other, Mary wor-
ships Jesus with an extravagant jar of precious ointment. It is the same with 
us. We have either decided to follow Jesus with a stingy and selfish motiva-
tion, or we pour everything we have at the feet of Jesus as an act of worship.   

 1. Read the Text from the Bible
      Read Matthew 25:14-30 together and pray aloud. Ask God to speak to 
      your family.

 2. Share Your Personal Reflections
      What has challenged you this week? What is something you learned 
      that you didn’t know before? What things are going well, and what 
      things need to change?

 3. Watch Mike’s Teaching Video (length 8:31)



 4. Discussion Starters

  • What do you think we are supposed to learn from today’s lesson?

  • Why do you think Mary and Judas had such different views on the 
     topic of wealth?

  • Mike talked about being selfish with our wealth. What does it look
      like to be selfish?

  • On the other hand, what does it look like to worship God with our 
     wealth?

  • We’re not as poor as the widow in today’s story, but how can we 
     give with the same attitude that she had?

  • In what ways can we give like Mary gave her perfume?

  • What are some ways that we need to change as a family to give in a 
     way that is worshipful 

  • What are you feeling challenged by in today’s lesson?

 5. Family Memory Maker

  • Garage Sales
     Have a garage sale and give the proceeds to the food pantry, a 
     mission partner or the Christmas offering. Maybe you can invite
     other families in your small group or neighborhood to join in. 
     Consider doing this as an annual event and eventually let your 
     kids organize it, and even decide where to donate the profit. 

  • Donating items to Home Sweet Home Mission
     Load up the truck or the back seat and head to the drop off area of 
     the Mission and take your kids. Let them see where their 
     toys, clothes and furniture are going. After unloading, pray for the 
     ministry of Home Sweet Home and swing by the gas station down 
     the street for a treat for the ride home.

  • Share Your Stories
     Many of us have stories in our lives about a time when God helped 
     us financially.  Tell your children about months when, after your 
     paycheck went to your tithe and your bills, you had $13 left in the 
     checking account to make it to the end of the month before you 
     got paid again. Yet when the end of the month came, somehow the 
     Lord had provided for you and you made it. It’s important that 



     your children know the stories of how God has provided for your 
     family. Tell them again and again over the years, so that they have 
     a history of God’s faithfulness to you.

 6. Daily Readings This Week
       Want to keep the conversation going?  Use one of the daily readings 
       to discuss something further today, or another day this week. 
       Reminder: For younger kids, it is better to keep the conversation to 
       one central topic. Junior high and high school students can handle 
       more subpoints during a lesson or conversation.

  • October 7: Luke 21:1-4: “…a poor widow put in two very small 
     copper coins…has put in more than all the others…”

  • October 8: Acts 4:32-37: “…called Barnabus (which means Son of 
     Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the money and 
     put it at the apostle’s feet.”

  • October 9: Leviticus 7:37&38: “…which the Lord commanded 
     Moses…on the day that he commanded the people of Israel to 
     bring their offerings to the Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai.” (Life 
     rhythm of giving)

  • October 10: II Corinthians 8:1-4: “…their overflowing joy and 
     their extreme poverty welled up into rich generosity..they gave as 
     much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.”

  • October 11: Exodus 35:5: “Take from among you a contribution 
     to the Lord.  Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the 
     Lord’s contribution…”.  See v. 21 – “…everyone whose heart stirred 
     him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, brought the Lord’s 
     contribution…”

  • October 12: Romans 11:33-36: Doxology: “Oh, the depth of the 
     riches of the wisdom and the knowledge of God…Who has ever 
     given to God, that God should repay him?...”



RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR 
TE ACHING KIDS ABOUT FINANCES

The 10th Birthday Packet in the Eastview Parenting Plan focuses on 
the spiritual discipline of giving. While we will cover a deeper level of 
financial responsibility in the 17th Birthday booklet, this year’s packet 
provides some ideas on how to teach your children the basics of handling 
money, including honoring God first with how we share and handle the 
money he has entrusted to us.

The 17th Birthday Packet in the Eastview Parenting Plan in on the 
topic of finances.  As your child moves closer to being a young adult, this 
packet will provide you with some ideas for  teaching your teenagers how to 
handle their money and use godly principles. This training will help them 
avoid the potential financial pitfalls that lie ahead. As faithful parents, we 
want to teach them how to be good stewards of the money that God has 
entrusted to them, and have them experience the joy of participating in 
God’s good work in this world.

Generation Change by Dave Ramsey – Teen Study
Generation Change is a collection of Bible studies designed to lead teens to 
a better understanding of God, themselves and their money—and how it all 
works together. In the three different teaching series, students are equipped 
with biblical principles to BE who God created them to be, DO more with 
their money, and GO out into the world ready to write their story.
The lesson videos featuring Dave Ramsey and his daughter, Rachel Cruze 
and their engaging hands-on activities will bring biblical and financial truths 
to this generation; making them a generation of change. To learn more about 
it visit daveramsey.com.

Financial Peace Jr. by Dave Ramsey Ages: 3-12
Teaching Kids How to Win with Money!
Financial Peace Junior is designed to help you teach your kids about money. 
It’s packed with tools, resources and step-by-step instructions for parents. 
Financial Peace Junior doesn’t just give you the tools to teach your kids to 
win with money — it shows you how!




